Apostle and High Priest
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Hebrews 2:14 - 3:11

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
 (Hebrews 2:14-18, ESV)
Introduction
The first two weeks we looked at Christ framed by His relationship with God the Father, God the Holy Spirit and the angels.  For the next few weeks we will see Christ in light of His relationships with Moses, Joshua and—as the Great High Priest—with you and I.  What’s perhaps of greatest importance is that Christ is revealed herein as fully divine and yet fully human.  Yes, that’s a paradox that is resolved only because Christ is both the Son of God and the Son of Man.

1. Christ is the apostle and high priest of our confession.  (Hebrews 2:14-18)

	a) Christ, the Son of God and the Son of Man.

	b) The slavery to sin that comes from the fear of death.

2. Christ is greater than Moses.  (Hebrews 3:1-6)

	a) Helping their Hebrew audience to understand Christ the Messiah.

	b) The difference between a servant and a son, a worker and an heir.

3. And again that promise of rest for God’s people.  (Hebrews 3:7-11)

a) The repeated reminder of God’s promise of rest for His people.

b) God’s wrath towards those who go astray in their hearts or have not known His ways.


Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]This “rest” that the writer of Hebrews reminds us about is so much more than a holiday –like Martin Luther King Day or Kamehameha Day—just as Christ is greater than Moses, Joshua, Martin Luther King and the Paiea we know today as Kamehameha the Great.  This Christ has become for us both Apostle and Great High Priest, and so the salvation that Christ offers us, the reconciliation He has worked for us--not to mention the ministry of salvation He offers us a share in--is greater than what any other could offer, let alone we could ask for or imagine.

For our prayerful study, discovery and application:
1)  How does reading of Christ portrayed as apostolic affect your thinking about the role of apostles?
2) How is Christ similar and yet different from Moses, and why was that a helpful comparison?
3) What did the Word and Spirit of God teach you anew or remind you of this week?
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