Persistent, Real & Simple Prayer
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Luke 18:1-14

7 And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
(Luke 18:7-8, ESV)

Introduction
As our conversation about prayer took us to the second chapter of Pete Greig’s book, I chose to form my outline and presentation according to the order of today’s key Scripture passage from Luke’s gospel.  While Greig’s book appears to present this ascending order of priority in prayer--“keep it simple, keep it real and be persistent”--the Word and Spirit of God impressed this same content upon my heart in descending order: persistence, authenticity and simplicity.

1. Be persistent.  (Luke 18:1-5)

a) Persistence comes from confidence in God’s love even more than consistent times of prayer.

b) Persistent prayer may not always change our circumstances but it will change us. (Genesis 18:17-33)

2. Get real.  (Luke 18:6-12)

	a) Persistence and authenticity in prayer results in the eternal reward—the fruit of our faith. (1Peter 1:3-9)

	b) Personal worth, talent, ability, possession, accomplishment or connection means nothing before God.

3. Keep it simple.  (Luke 18:13-14)

	a) The examples of this tax collector’s prayer and other common prayers.

	b) The Lord’s prayer and “Pause, Rejoice, Ask, Yield.”

Conclusion
While one of the first points I make in today’s conversation about prayer—“persistence comes from confidence in God’s love even more than consistent times of prayer”—seems to downplay the importance of a daily practice or discipline of prayer, the effort spent in making a habit of prayer can build confidence and boldness before the Lord (see Hebrews 4:9-16, 1John3:2—21). But when I speak of persistence, here, I am trying to describe a “persistent reliance upon God” that helps us to not only begin to connect with God in prayer, or become regular in our habit of prayer, but which brings us back to God when distracted, distressed or otherwise disturbed to the point that our conscious connection with God has been broken and needs to be restored from God’s side of the conversation.  Yes, you may take two months (63 days) to replace bad habits, but as God’s mercies make new habits possible in as few as three weeks, let’s become persistent, simple and real with man’s best Friend, the Savior and Lord Jesus Christ.
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For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Which of these two parables of Christ regarding prayer speak to your heart and why?
2) Which of these three factors of prayer are easiest and hardest for you: simplicity, authenticity or persistence?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about prayer this week?
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