Praying For Others
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Daniel 9:1-23

“While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my plea before the Lord my God for the holy hill of my God, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the first, came to me in swift flight at the time of the evening sacrifice. He made me understand, speaking with me and saying, “O Daniel, I have now come out to give you insight and understanding. At the beginning of your pleas for mercy a word went out, and I have come to tell it to you, for you are greatly loved. Therefore consider the word and understand the vision.” (Daniel 9:20-23, ESV)

Introduction
As I read this week’s chapter from Pete Greig’s How To Pray, his mention of 2Chronicles 7:14--“If My people who are called by My name humble themselves, and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land”--on page 94 as a motivation towards intercessory prayer was both encouraging and yet felt foreign to me.  While I believe that how Israel was encouraged to return to God in intercessory prayer with repentance is a good model for us, it seemed good to the Spirit of God for me to focus upon the more complete model of intercessory prayer found in Daniel 9:1-23.

1. Moved by the Word and Spirit of God to pray.  (Daniel 9:1-2)

a) Faithfulness in prayer and faithful response to prayer has made Daniel a man of prayer and action.

b) This prayer of intercession comes our as Daniel serves under the third foreign king over Israel.
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a) The facts and Daniel’s faith and fervor in praying for the family of God.

b) Daniel’s expression of humility, reverence and repentance before making his request.

3. A prayer quickly heard and slowly answered.  (Daniel 9:16-23)

a) Daniel based his relationship and request upon God’s mercy and not his own righteousness.

b) God’s response to Daniel’s prayer is an expression of His own power, love and faithfulness.

Conclusion
As I thought about prayer this week, several of thoughts flowed together for me: a) God loves us and desires that we would fully trust in Him, b) because we live in the midst of spiritual conflict, prayer is not the least we can do, it is the most important thing we can do (Ephesians 6:10-18), and c) all of our attempts to know and love God or even love one another, no matter how passionate, sincere or resourced, will fail apart from prayer.  That’s why Jesus told His disciples to pray: “Your kingdom come, Your will be done, here on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). 

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Take turns reading Hebrews 11:1-6 aloud with one or two others and talk about how this applies to prayer?
2) Read Ephesians 6:10-20 and share what the Spirit and Word of God are saying to you about our present situation.
3) Take some time to pray against the pandemic for your family, neighbors, coworkers, city, state and nation.
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