When We Don’t Get What We Ask For
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Hebrews 4:14-5:10

7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.
(Hebrews 5:7-10, ESV)

Introduction
Most of us have never lived through a global war or pandemic before, and since our nation’s founding in 1776, the churches have been forced to close their doors just once before: the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918. Some may argue that there are greater threats to our health and well-being than this SARS-CoV2-19 virus, yet there’s little doubt that it has brought a global havoc which human and economic costs will not be fully understood for a long time.  For many, this may not be the single greatest cause of fear or anxiety, nor the most important thing we pray about. How should we live when we don’t get what we ask from God in prayer?

1. God’s war, will, priest and people.  (Hebrews 4:14-16)

	a) The vital connection between God’s rest and reward with our trust and obedience.

	b) Allow Christ’s experience and compassion give you confidence to approach God’s throne of grace.

2. Why we are to pray in the Name of Jesus Christ.  (Hebrews 5:1-6)
​
	a) Why we should be transparent with God about our needs, fears and doubts.

	b) Why we can have confidence in our great high priest and friend, Jesus Christ, Son of God.

3. The loving discipline of the Father.  (Hebrews 5:7-10)

	a) Christ was no stranger to unanswered prayer, fear, anxiety or doubt.

	b) Christ was heard because of His reverence and learned obedience through His suffering.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pete Greig did a great job, I felt, in summing up how we can respond in faith to unanswered prayer and disappointment with God, encouraging us to be vulnerable with a few friends, to choose to push back into prayer, to remind one another and ourselves that God is our loving Father and to hold out for evidence of God’s power, love and faithfulness, while being honest with God and others about our feelings (pp.116-20). Let’s keep in mind that this is God’s war, that God has promised to one day make all things conform to His good, perfect and pleasing will, and that you and I are God’s children (pp.123-25).

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Jesus’s prayer in Gethsemane (Mark 14:32-42) and reflect on His experience with unanswered prayer.
2) Why is the context of our lives and prayers—God’s war, God’s will and God’s people—important to remember?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about whether or not there is unanswered prayer?
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