Peace Be With You
Hope Chapel Honolulu
John 20:19-31 (ESV Strong's)

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” (John 20:19-23, ESV)

Introduction
On the first Easter morning, the church was staying at home for perhaps a greater fear: that they would all be collected and crucified for their faith and allegiance to Christ.  They had little hope for they had seen Christ beaten and killed before their own eyes in a method with a 100% mortality rate.  They really had nowhere to go, for the Roman Empire ruled their society with iron swords and shields, not just in Jerusalem but just about everywhere in the world of their day.  They had neither hope nor peace until Christ walked through their locked doors.

1. The Day of Salvation has begun.  (John 20:19-23)

	a) Let Christ bring peace where there is fear.

	b) Peace with God evidenced by the Holy Spirit and extended by you and I.

2. Saved by grace through faith, both of which are gifts from God.  (John 20:24-29)

	a) Faith--the assurance of things hoped for, evidence of things not yet seen—is the key to life in God.

	b) “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed”—Jesus Christ.

3. Now is the Day of Salvation.  (John 20:30-31)

	a) The Gospel testimonies are adequate to make us wise enough to receive salvation (2Timothy 3:16).

[bookmark: _GoBack]b) While today is the day of salvation, tomorrow has not been promised to us (2Corinthians 6:1-2).

Conclusion
How the apostle John concludes the Gospel entrusted to him has long seemed very significant to me—“Now there are also many other things that Jesus did.  Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written” (John 21:25, ESV).  Are you blessed to believe without having seen or do you only trust what you see, feel or understand of the risen Christ for yourself?

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read John 20:19-23 again.  What do the Word and Spirit of God mark as important to your heart?
2) Read John 20:24-29 again.  What do the Word and Spirit of God tell you about faith from this conversation?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of showing and telling you this week and what will you do about it?
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