That Matter Of Forgiveness
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Psalms 51: 1-19

“Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.” (Psalm 51:4, ESV)

Introduction
David’s understanding of sin was probably different from the average American Christian in that he evidently saw all sin as ultimately offense against the LORD of Heaven and Earth and not primarily something between two people, a secondary offense against God, something which decreases an individual’s value nor permanently makes someone the target of God’s wrath.  The interesting thing to me is that I think that David’s understanding of sin was very close to Christ’s understanding and teaching of sin.  That’s why He was sure to include these words—“…and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us” ( Luke 11:4, ESV) which Luke attributes to Christ’s teaching about prayer to His disciples.

1. If we confess our sin, God is faithful and just to forgive us.  (Psalm 51:1-4, 1John 1:5-10)

	a) Asking for God’s forgiveness based upon His identity and attributes.

	b) Recognizing that all sin is at least primarily against God.

2. Learn to walk in the love, light and life of God.  (Psalm 51:5-11, 1John 1:1-4)

	a) The doctrine of original sin and the value of each individual human life.

	b) Two tools to help you abide in Christ: the Prayer of Examen and the Circle of Unity.

3. Learning to walk in repentance, reconciliation and restoration.  (Psalm 51:12-19)

[bookmark: _GoBack]	a) Don’t exchange the joy of your salvation for cheap substitutes and unreasonable facsimiles.
	b) The individual and communal wages of sin or rewards of righteousness.

Conclusion
Depending upon what translation of the Bible you’re reading, your text might include this description for Psalm 51: “A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet went to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba”(ESV). A quick reading of 2Samuel 1-12 reveals the context of David’s sinful actions and how God confronted David through the prophet Nathan when David wasn’t listening to God directly.  God’s Word makes it very clear that Psalm 51 was not a poem about an imaginary situation or someone else’s sin, but a record of David’s response to the rebuke of the LORD through a process of repentance, reconciliation and restoration to fellowship with the LORD.  But perhaps the real point here is that it was when David disconnected from God and his relational responsibilities that he wandered into temptation, sin and an attempted cover-up?

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read chapters 11-12 of 2Samuel and share your observations and feelings about this account of David’s sin.
2) Read 1John 1:1-10 and compare John’s understanding of sin and righteousness with David’s and your own.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about getting and staying right with God?
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