All I Am And Have Is Yours
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1Chronicles 29:10-22

“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is Yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted as head above all.” (1Chronicles 29:11, ESV)

Introduction
If you have heard or recited the Lord’s Prayer, and not read or heard the King James Version of Matthew’s record of the model prayer taught to the disciples by Christ, you have probably noticed that those words about whose kingdom it is and how long that will be are missing.  Pete Greig points out the probable origin in the Didache of the inclusion of King David’s doxological statement “For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever” quoted above in 1Chronicles 29:11.  Let’s take a look at the context of David’s words to get a better understanding of why the Early Church prayed as they did and perhaps get a better understanding of what God hopes we’re praying, too. 

1. David’s recognition of God as Source of all that was good in his life. (1Chronicles 29:10-13)

	a) David gives God all the credit as he transfers his power and authority to Solomon.

	b) AsDavid prays, “Yours is the kingdom,” he recognizes God’s rule of all heaven and earth.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. David knows that praise and sacrifice to God came from God.  (1Chronicles 29:14-19)

	a) “All this abundance…comes from your hand and is all your own” (v.16).

	b) David’s prayer hints at a belief that even our desire and ability to worship God comes from God.

3. David sets the example and table for worship and celebration.  (1Chronicles 29:20-22)

	a) David sets both the example of worship and the Lord’s Table for celebration.

	b) The people respond by following David’s example and accepting God’s invitation.

Conclusion
We have talked about what it means to pause, to recognize and rejoice in the Lord, to ask simply, honestly and persistently in prayer, but what does it really mean to yield to God?  This is about more than leaving the answers or results of our prayers in God’s hands.  Our ability to pray, let alone pray and be heard by God, is a gift from God just as our faith, too, is an expression of God’s grace.  Yielding is recognizing that everything we have--our time, talent, treasure, relationships, resources, our very body, soul and spirit--has ultimately been first received from God. Yielding to God in prayer is to recognize that all we are and possess belongs to God.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read chapters 17 & 22-29 of 1Chronicles this week and consider what David considered to belong to God.
2) Read 1Chronicles 29:1-22 and talk about the relationships between God, David and the people of Israel.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God correcting, direction and encouraging you to yield to God?
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