Making Our Stand In Prayer
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1John 3:1-10

“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.”
(1John3:8b, ESV)

Introduction
Pete Greig made a provocative observation on p. 192 about how Christ concluded His teaching on prayer “with a disconcerting cry for help and the alarming word evil.”  As Greig’s words reminded me of how the early church seemed to have softened the conclusion of Christ’s prayer in the Didache with that doxology of “for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever”—I felt led me to return to Christ’s words here from Matthew 6:13—“lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (ESV).  Let’s consider how Christ’s words likely shaped His disciples’ understanding and practice of spiritual warfare,  particularly their prayers of supplication and intercession.  I pray you will benefit from the connections between Matthew 6:9-13, Ephesians 6:10-18 and 1John 3:1-10.  

1. Who you are in Christ and why you can pray in Christ.  (1John 3:1-3, Ephesians 6:10)
​
	a) What does it really mean to “be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might” (Ephesians 6:10)?

	b) Learning to pray as the greatly loved children 

2. The relationship between how you live in Christ and how you pray in Christ.  (1John3:4-7, Ephesians 6:11-16)

	a) The problem of evil is not just somewhere out there; sometimes we find evil in our hearts and homes.

	b) Spiritual warfare is personal and practical partnership with Christ in God’s mission to save the world.

3. How and why abiding in Christ empowers and encourages prayer.  (1John3:8-10, Ephesians 6:17-18)

	a) How the disciples likely understood “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Mt6:13)

	b) Personal and corporate prayer against manifestations of evil in both individuals and people groups.

Conclusion
Spiritual warfare is simultaneously a personal and corporate concern fought on both internal and external battle fronts.  When we are faced with temptation and evil, it is important first to remember who we are in Christ.  Secondly, while all of us sin and fall short of Christ’s perfect love, when we pray in Christ’s Name, the authority and power behind our prayer is that of the Son of God who loves us and gave Himself for us, an authority contingent upon our shared identity and relationship in Christ with God by grace through faith. Thirdly, because we may not know before evil strikes, putting on the “whole armor of God” must become a daily practiced process of worship, discipleship, witness and partnership with Christ.  

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read, compare and discuss the connections you find between Ephesians 6:10-18 and 1John 3:1-10.
[bookmark: _GoBack]2) Read Ephesians 6:13-18 and 1John3:4-10 and then discuss the process and practice of putting on the full armor of God in Christ.
3) Share what the Word and Spirit of God revealed to you about spiritual warfare and pray for one another.
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