The Heart Of Judgment
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 2:1-29

6 He will render to each one according to his works: 7 to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8 but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality. 
(Romans 2:6-11, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]For me, one of the most radical and yet rarely heard preached passages is Hebrews 9:27-28—“And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him” (ESV). Why would I make reference to Hebrews in the middle of a discussion about Romans?  While the Letter to the Hebrews originally was intended to help Jewish converts to Christianity better understand the faith, its connection of individual death and judgment with Christ’s first coming with a second coming helps us to see the judgment of God in a proper light: the judgment of God represents the last resort of the God who is Love with the selfish, deceitful , evil and rebellious.

1. Only God is righteous in judgment. (Romans 2:1-11)

	a) God sees the motive and mindset behind our words and works.

	b) While the Law of Moses reveals God’s righteousness, mere knowledge of the Law does not pardon us.

2. God's judgment is not bound to the Law of Moses. (Romans 2:12-16)

	a) With or without knowledge of the Law, it is the doers of His law of love whom God will justify.

	b) God’s three-fold judgment of our heart, soul and mind in sins of commission and omission.

3. Circumcision is a matter of the heart. (Romans 2:17-29)

	a) Comparing circumcision done by human hands with circumcision of the heart done by the Holy Spirit.

	b) Circumcision of the heart and its necessity for effective witness of the grace and truth of God.

Conclusion
Have you ever wondered why most conversations about the baptism and indwelling of the Holy Spirit focus upon giftedness and not how our character should increasingly resemble and represent Christ in holiness? Perhaps it’s because the display of the gifts of the Holy Spirit—speaking in tongues, prophesying, perhaps words of knowledge, wisdom or gifts of healing, for example—is more common than words, works and relationships that reveal this circumcision of the heart that Paul speaks of? May we become known as people through whom others can know God rather than people who merely claim to know something about God.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Romans 2:12-16.  What do these words remind you of or teach you anew about God’s judgment?
2) Read, discuss and apply Romans 2:19 to your own life.  Do you live for praise from men or from God?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you this week about God’s heart in judgment?
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