The Righteous Always Live By Faith
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 1:1-17

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, 
as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”
 (Romans 1:16-17, ESV)

Introduction
As we prepare for a post-pandemic future that no human can predict, it seemed good to the Holy Spirit to return to Paul’s Letter to the Romans, which was written to a people who were greatly concerned about their own future by a man whose future certainly contained martyrdom for his faith.  To understand that God’s righteous ones have always lived by faith and neither by sight nor works will be increasingly important not just to you and I, but to succeeding generations of believers, should the Return of Christ be delayed that much longer.  Let’s read through Romans together, going back and forth from their context to ours, and together learn to apply God’s eternal truth to our own lives.

1. Loved by God and called to be saints.  (Romans 1:1-7)

	a) Paul knew he was set apart for the gospel of God, how about you?

	b) The Person and Message of Jesus Christ bring the grace and peace of God to you and I.

2. Prayer leading to meaningful relationships.  (Romans 1:8-15)

	a) Spiritual gifts of mutual encouragement through one another’s faith.

	b) Why would Paul want to preach the Gospel to the Roman believers and “the rest of the Gentiles”?

3. The righteous always live by faith.  (Romans 3:16-17)

	a) The Gospel of Jesus Christ is “the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes” (v.16).

	b) “In (the gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith” to all who believe (v.17).
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Three simple thoughts can be extrapolated from the first words of the longest and most detailed example of the teaching of the apostle Paul to a specific community of local believers: 1) we are all loved by God and invited to become saints, 2) it is through partnership with God in prayer that we are able to partner with God through loving relationships, and 3) righteousness—both obedience and friendship with  God—is revealed through the faith of others and received by our own faith and trust leading to worship and obedience.  This is why we can say that the righteous always live by faith.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Romans 1:16 and discuss what Paul means and what this means to you and others?
2) Read Romans 1:17 and discuss what “the righteousness of God from faith to faith” means to you?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about the Gospel in these first words?
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