Why The Wrath Of God?
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 1:18-32

“…the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth….”
(Romans 1:18, ESV)

Introduction
As I prepared to take you through Romans, I was tempted at first to try to give you an overview in just seven to 8 weeks, at least partly because we modern Americans aren’t known for our exceptionally long attention spans.  But after more prayer and thought, it seemed better for me to try to go slowly and as deeply through what the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write as our weekly time will allow.  So, while some might try to “teach” all three themes at one time, we’ll take three weeks to work through these themes of God’s wrath, judgment and righteousness in Romans 1:18-3:31.  My goal here, as always,  is not just to teach what God was revealing to the believers at Rome through Paul, but to help you better learn to read the Scriptures for yourselves.

1. God’s wrath revealed against all the ungodliness and unrighteousness of mankind.  (Romans 1:18-23)

	a) When we suppress the truth about God, we suppress the truth about what it means to be human.

	b) How should we understand the terms that the Holy Spirit uses: ungodliness and unrighteousness?

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. What happens when divine love for God is replaced with human lust and passion.  (Romans 1:24-27)

	a) When we decide to live without God, our misguided passions lead us to disaster.

b) When the measure of a man becomes himself, another human or a lesser creature, havoc results.

3. Deception leading to unrighteousness and even further deception.  (Romans 1:28-32)

	a) When we reject the grace and truth of God, we reject everything good about being made human.

	b) When we reject God, and we encourage others to do the same, we share in their judgment, too.

Conclusion
It’s important to remember that Paul is not expressing a personal agenda or prejudice.  His sense of urgency with regard to the gospel was because he believed that God’s wrath was being revealed from heaven against every form and expression of ungodliness and unrighteousness in his own time and place.  And as we will see in in the coming sections, God’s wrath—or perhaps better said, the removal of His grace and mercy--will lead to a judgment that can only be escaped by the attributed righteousness of God by grace through faith.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application;
1) Read Romans 1:18-23.  In Paul’s words, what make a man wise or foolish?
2) According to Romans 1:24-32, how does a person’s rejection of God alter her or his trajectory in life?
3) What’s the one thing the Word and Spirit of God are showing and tell you through this passage?
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