About The Righteousness Of God
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 3:1-31

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. (Romans 3:21-25, ESV)

Introduction
The righteousness of God first describes the relationship shared by the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  If the idea of God having a relationship with Himself seems strange to you, perhaps you might consider the relationship you have with yourself?  For example, have you even found your thoughts and feelings in disagreement?  Have you ever experienced your thoughts and feelings in agreement about saying or doing something but your conscience or will didn’t allow you to go through with it?  God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are always in agreement with one another, but not because of coercion, guilt or obligation.  The righteousness of God can be described as being motivated by and expressed eternally and existentially, in love, humility and unity.

1. God's righteousness is upheld by His grace through faith. (Romans 3:1-8)

	a)  Both revelation and circumcision are worthless apart from faith and obedience.

	b) God’s judgment is the fulfillment of His righteousness.

2. No human being can attain God’s righteousness by their words or works. (Romans 3:9-20)

	a) Whether Jew, Gentile, great or small, “none is righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10).

	b) The law cannot save anyone because “through the law comes knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20).

3. The righteousness of God is received through faith. (Romans 3:21-31) 

	a) “The righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe” (Romans 3:22).

	b) By faith we uphold the law, because by it is by faith that we uphold the righteousness of God.

Conclusion
These words—“…the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law…through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe…” (Romans 3:21-22)—make it clear that neither knowledge of, nor our best efforts resulting in imperfect obedience to, the Law of Moses cannot save anyone from the judgment and wrath of God. Perhaps this idea will help make this thing called the righteousness of God more understandable: Christ died in our place on the cross so that He could share His relationship with the Father and Holy Spirit with all who put their trust in the Person and Message of Jesus Christ.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Romans 3:1-8 and discuss how God’s righteousness is upheld by His judgment and wrath.
2) Read Romans 3:21-31 and discuss how God is both “just and the justifier” of those who have faith in Christ.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about righteousness and faith this week?
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