Consider Yourself Alive To God
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 6:1-23

We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
(Romans 6:9-11, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]The fifth chapter of Romans concluded with this statement: “…where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 5:20-21, ESV).  In this sixth chapter, the Word and Spirit of God lead us along a narrow path towards developing an active trust in God with both individual and corporate expression.  And while much is to be learned from the example of others in the context of a faith community, 
more than just believing that Christ has made us dead to and free from the motions of sin in our personal lives and the power structures of this world, we must consider ourselves as alive to God as individuals first.  

1. The importance of walking in the newness of life. (Romans 6:1-4)
​
	a) What is the significance of faith and baptism?

	b) Without a baptism into death there is no resurrection into the newness of life.

2. Are you living under the dominion of sin and death or Christ and life? (Romans 6:5-14)

	a) Trusting in God’s process of sanctification and renewal to make us dead to sin and alive to God.

	b) “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions” (v.12).

3. Individual choices are required for the renewal of individuals and societies. (Romans 6:15-23)

	a) The making of laws alone cannot remake the human heart or free it from depravity.

	b) We each have to choose every day to offer ourselves as “slaves to righteousness.”

Conclusion
We must learn to walk together in the newness of life in Christ or we cannot walk in Christ at all.  But it is equally true that unless you and I--as individual members of the Body of Christ—learns to practice what it means to be alive to God in Christ, just going be walking around in well-meaning religious circles.   It’s not enough to refrain from saying or doing evil, unless you and I speak and act righteously, the full impact of the Body of Christ will be neither heard nor felt.  Reminding ourselves of Christ’s redemption without engaging in righteous reconciliation, restoration and renewal will fail to transform us as individuals and fail to bring the kingdom of God into the framework of our relationships and the power structures of this world.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Romans 6:1-10 again and discuss what baptism and crucifixion meant to Paul and means to you.
2) Read Romans 6:11-13 and discuss practical ways you can trust and obey God personally.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about righteousness this week?
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