God’s Promises Received By Faith
​Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 4:1-25

1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 
(Romans 4:1-3, ESV)

Introduction
Romans 3 concluded with the two-fold idea that the God of both the Jews and the Gentiles has chosen to forgive and share His righteousness—perhaps best understood as that relationship shared by the Father, Son and Holy Spirit—with all who would put their faith in Jesus Christ (see Romans 3:21-26).  After explaining the relationship of the Law and faith, Paul now turns to explaining both how God taught Abraham to trust and believe in Him, as well as how we can share Abraham’s friendship with God (Isaiah 41:8, James 2:23) by growing strong in our own faith as we increasingly give glory to God with our words, works and relationships.

1. The promise of God’s shalom blessing can only be received by faith.   (Romans 4:1-8)

	a) “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness” (Romans 4:3, James 2:23).

	b) “Blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” (Psalm 32:1-2, Romans 4:7-8)

2. Faith in God who gives life to the dead and calls everything into existence.  (Romans 4:9-17)

	a) Because Abraham received this blessing before he was circumcised, faith was affirmed as his merit.

              b) Abraham’s fatherhood of many nations affirmed his faith and not his efforts to gain God’s blessing. 

3. The promise and process of growing strong in the faith.  (Romans 4:18-25)

	a) Abraham “grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God” (Romans 4:20-21).

[bookmark: _GoBack]	b) These words--“it was counted to him as righteousness” (vv.22-25)—were written for our sake, too.

Conclusion
The foundational apostolic teachings of “repentance from acts that lead to death and faith in God” (see Hebrews 5:7-6:12) help us to understand that by one act of righteousness Christ has extended His righteousness to all how put their trust in Him, and that God’s response to our repentance includes reconciliation and restoration to peace, blessing, reward and rest in relationship with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as well as with everyone else who puts their faith in Christ regardless of circumcision or uncircumcision, nation, tribe, language, generation or gender.  We are reconciled so that we, too, might become ministers and instruments of God’s reconciliation (2Corinthians 5:17-21).

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Why is the forgiveness of sins so central to the promise of peace with God?
2) How did Abraham become the father of our faith, and why is that important to you and I?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you this week about faith in God?
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