Becoming Children And Heirs Of God
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 8:1-25

16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
(Romans 8:16-18, ESV)

Introduction
The seventh chapter of Romans summed up our problem and God’s solution for every born again follower of Jesus Christ: while we might have the desire to live and love like Christ we don’t have the ability, so God made a way to save us from sin and certain death through Jesus Christ.  However, in the now of our salvation we are not merely waiting for Christ to physically return.  We can enjoy God’s fellowship and learn to live and love according to the Spirit of Christ—God the Holy Spirit.  

1. Therefore now no condemnation for anyone in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1-6)

	a) The good news of Jesus Christ summed up in one sentence.

	b) God did what the law could not do for those who walk according to the Spirit. 

2. Saved by Christ’s perfect redemption.  (Romans 8:7-14)

	a) We are saved by Christ’s perfect redemption and the work of the Holy Spirit, not our imperfect obedience.

	b) Being led by the Spirit through reliance, repentance, reconciliation, restoration and rest.

3. The hope in which we are saved.  (Romans 8:15-25)

	a) The Holy Spirit of adoption and our growing sympathy and participation with Christ.

	b) The hope in which we are saved.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]The closer I look at the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, as well as the Epistles to the Churches written by Paul, John and James, I see that the Godhead—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—are each intimately involved in the salvation of mankind and our future revelation as God’s children.  We pause here at Romans 8:25 so that we don’t need to rush over these key matters of life in Christ through the Holy Spirit—for “Christ” (Greek: Christos) simply means “anointed one” and that is what the Holy Spirit does.  As Christ promised, the Holy Spirit has come to fill, lead, seal and sanctify those who hope in Christ.  Perhaps you have yet to see or experience, let alone understand the work of the Holy Spirit?  Put your hope in Christ and wait for this work to be completed with patient faith.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1. Read Romans 8:1-14.  Describe or explain to one another the gospel of Jesus Christ in your own words.
2. Read Romans 8:15-25.  Describe or explain the hope in which we are being saved in your own words.
3. What is the one thing the Word and Spirit of God are showing and telling you about hope in Christ?
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