God's Call And Our Response
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 9:1-33

30 What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. 32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 as it is written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
(Romans 9:30-33, ESV)

Introduction
Chapters 9-11 of Paul’s Letter to the Romans takes on some really big mysteries such as God’s will, how God would love and save the whole world through Christ, and God’s faithfulness to His promises to Israel.  Paul was inspired to quote from Moses, Hosea and Isaiah as he explained to the Romans believers about God’s call to repentance in our lives and the necessity of our personal and corporate response.  God’s call to repentance is not just about sin as we normally think about personal failure to love God and others, but also a call to repentance and righteously resemble and represent God as individuals, families and nations.  

1. The mystery of election, predestination and free will.  (Romans 9:1-13)
​
a) God’s choice to make a nation for Himself through Abraham.

b) God’s grace and calling or performance and eternal judgment.

2. The sovereign will of God.  (Romans 9:14-29)

a) The mysterious relationship between loving Creator and loved creation.

b) The mysterious relationship between God’s will and our own.

3. Salvation by grace through faith for both Jew and Gentile.  (Romans 9:30-33) 

a) God has always loved the whole world and always wanted our faith, trust, loyalty—our love--too.

b) The essential centrality of Christ in God’s plan of salvation for all mankind.

Conclusion
Chapter 9 takes on the big question of how God’s sovereign will doesn’t violate the will of individuals by loving us and seeking our faith, trust, loyalty, our love, in return.  Coming right after the assurance that “for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to His purpose” these words bring broader understanding to those big ideas of God’s calling, justification and glorification.  All of these things are accomplished and fulfilled through Christ, “a stone of stumbling, and rock of offense” to those who choose not to believe, but a sure and steadfast hope for those who choose to believe.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Romans 9:6-13 and discuss what you read here about God’s choice and our own ability to choose.
2) Read Romans 9:14-29 and discuss the sovereign will and mercy of God in your own life.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about God’s will and your own?
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