The Helper And Our Hope
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 8:26-39

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
(Romans 8:35-39. ESV)

Introduction
Christ’s words from John 15:5 have increasingly shaped my perspective about relationship with God versus performance for God: “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing” (ESV). While some may wonder why I make reference to Christ’s words as recorded in John’s gospel in the introduction to a discussion about Paul’s epistle to the Romans, the phrase “apart from Me you can do nothing” seemed particularly important as I recognize that apart from God the Father, I would not exist; apart from God the Son I would be condemned; and without God the Holy Spirit, there would not be help for today or hope for tomorrow.

1. The Helper who was sent to us by God the Father and God the Son.  (Romans 8:26-27)

	a) The Holy Spirit has come to be and do for us as Christ was for first disciples.

	b) The role, responsibility and mind of the Holy Spirit.

2. The power, love and faithfulness of God.  (Romans 8:28-30)

	a) The partnership of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

	b) The calling, predestination, justification and glorification of Christ and His adelphos.

3. Towards a Biblical Worldview and our promised hope.  (Romans 8:31-39)

	a) What does the Bible say about the creation, fall, salvation, resurrection and judgment of mankind?

	b) Which informs your faith and practice: the Biblical worldview or the prevailing worldview?

Conclusion
While we will spend more time talking about the renewal of our minds when we get to Romans 12, because of how important the renewal of our minds is to rightly distinguish a biblical worldview that leads to eternal life and hope from that prevailing worldview which leads to death and judgment.  I am therefore  increasingly thankful for the Word and Spirit of God which reveal and fulfill all the promises of God.  Which worldview do you choose to believe and live by?

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Romans 8:26-27 and what this passage reveals about the help we receive from the God the Holy Spirit.
2) Read Romans 8:28-30 and discuss the meaning of predestination, justification and glorification in this context.
[bookmark: _GoBack]3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you this week about your hope in Jesus Christ?
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