The Now Of Salvation
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 7:1-25

Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.  So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.
(Romans 7:20-25, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]In our discussion from Romans chapter 6, we talked about the need to learn of and imitate Christ in the company of other believers, and as seems increasingly important today, the importance of speaking and acting like Christ both as individuals and as members of the Body of Christ.  All of that is true, and yet, every honest follower of Christ should be well aware of the gap between what they know of God and how they actually live for God.  While perhaps confusing that the best-known follower of Christ—the writer of this letter and most of the New Testament—should speak of serving “in the new way of the Spirit” (v.6) and yet confess to being “captive to the law of sin” (v.23), this is how we must frame the now and not yet of life in Christ and what it means to be a follower of Christ.

1.  Set free by baptism into Christ’s death.  (Romans 7:1-6)

	a) An illustration from the law of marriage.

	b) We have been released from the law to serve in the new way of the Holy Spirit.

2. The law and our recognition of sin.  (Romans 7:7-15)

	a) “…Sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of…” (vv.7-10).

	b) “…We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin…” (vv.14-15).

3. Showing and telling, receiving and giving the grace and truth of God.  (Romans 7:16-25)

	a) “…I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out…” (vv.16-23).

	b) Questions and answers about soul and spiritual health, function and maturity through Paul.

Conclusion
The good news—the gospel of Jesus Christ—is that our relationship with God really is not dependent upon our making ourselves good enough for God.  Paul’s transparent confessions here--of having experienced doing the very thing he hates, failing to do the good he wanted to do but saying and doing the evil he didn’t, and discovering that even when he wanted to do right, something inside of him seemed to be sabotaging his every best intention—are not what one initially expects when hearing the words, “the new way of the Spirit” (v.6). Perhaps the best way to think of this season of living for Christ in these present bodies is to think of winter when the miracles of life are largely unseen. 

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Romans 7:1-6 and discuss what Paul means by serving in the new way of the Spirit.
2) Read Romans 7:8-23, compare Paul’s experiences of wanting to do good but finding opposition within.
3) What is the one thing the Word and Spirit of God are showing and telling you this week about life in Christ?
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