Divine And Human Authority
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 13:1-14

“1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.” 
(Romans 13:1-2, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Was it coincidence that God the Holy Spirit inspired these words—“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities”—to the Apostle Paul and the Church at Rome while they were under the rule of Nero Claudius Caesar (AD37-68).  Nero is infamous for forcing his mentor Seneca to commit suicide, killing his brother to become Caesar at 17, had his mother killed for opposing his marital infidelity, killing both his wives, becoming a bride to a man before castrating and marrying another young man who looked like his second wife, allegedly causing the fire that burned 70% of the city of Rome in 64 AD, blaming the fire on Christians resulting in such persecution that they were killed by wild animals, crucified, set on fire to light the streets of Rome as part of his circus show before committing suicide to escape Roman punishment at age 31. How do we reconcile such a ruler with the Person and Message of Jesus Christ, God’s holiness and message of faith, hope and love?

1.  Faithful response to divine and human authorities.  (Romans 13:1-5) 
​
	a) The vital link between our faith and submission to the authority of heaven and earth.

	b) “…Whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed…and will incur judgment.”

2. Practical submission to your authorities and love for God.  (Romans 13:6-10)

	a) Faithful submission is practical submission expressed by taxes, revenue, respect, honor and love.

	b) “Love does not wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.”

3. Toward eschatological worship, discipleship and witness.  (Romans 13:11-14)

	a) The worship, discipleship and witness of the Christians at Rome and their influence upon us.

	b) Our worship, discipleship and witness today and influence on Honolulu and beyond.

Conclusion
As Christians today make up about 1/3 of the world’s population, many of them live under the rule of ungodly men or women, and perhaps more Christians are faced with religious persecution today than any other time in human history.  
There are many threads of meaning running through this 13th chapter of Paul’s Letter to the Romans, perhaps not the least of which are its implications on our own daily choices in the marketplaces of business, education and government here in Honolulu today.  Displaying obedience to God by paying taxes, showing respect, giving honor and even showing love for our enemies, while probably the most difficult expressions of faith in God, evidence a trust in God with all that is beyond our understanding and control.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Romans 13:1-10 and discuss the relationship between faith, obedience, trust and eternal judgment.
2) Read Romans 13:11-14 then compare and contrast your situation with that of the Christians at Rome.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God saying to you this week about faith, hope, love, trust and obedience?
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