God’s Steadfast Love For Israel
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 11:1-36

28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. (Romans 11:28-32, ESV)

Introduction
I mentioned a couple weeks ago that chapters  9-11 of Paul’s Letter to the Romans would takes on some really big mysteries such as God’s will, how God would love and save the whole world through Christ, and God’s faithfulness to His promises to Israel.  Now that we have looked at the relationship between God’s will and mankind’s in chapter 9, and the amazingly simple way that God provides for people to be reconciled with Him in chapter 10, we now turn to the matter of God’s faithfulness to His unfaithful people.  Not only does God love the world, knowing the secrets of our hearts and our desperate need of redemption and salvation, God humbly saves those who rejected Him.

1. God’s faithfulness to Israel.  (Romans 11:1-10)
​
	a) Paul saw his own redemption, salvation and reconciliation as evidence of God’s faithfulness.
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	b) The mystery and purpose of God’s grace and choice.

2. The analogy of the olive tree and wild olive shoots grafted in.  (Romans 11:11-21)

	a) Israel’s rejection of God and Christ’s ministry of reconciliation to the world.

	b) Christ’s words about “salvation is from the Jews” (John 4:19-26) and “the root that supports you.”

3. The faithfulness of God and the faithlessness of people.  (Romans 11:22-36)

	a) “Note then the kindness and the severity of God” (v.22).

	b) The mystery of this “partial hardening” of Israel and the “fullness of the Gentiles” to come.

Conclusion
It seems that Romans 11:29’s statement-- “For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable”—is often taken out of context.  While we might often hear this spoken of about this in regard to the gifts and callings of individuals, but it’s important for us to remember that these inspired words were initially spoken of in the context of Israel and God’s calling of them to become His people and the gift of His becoming the God of Israel.  As an extrapolation, yes, I would like to believe that God’s mercy to nations would, of course, apply to individuals.  However, Paul’s warning regarding the “kindness and severity of God” (v.22) should serve to remind us that the Creator, Savior and Teacher of the universe should not to be mocked.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read and discuss Romans 11:1-21.  What can we learn of God’s character from these verses?
2) Read and discuss Romans 11:22-36.  What can we learn of God’s perspective and heart from these verses?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God teaching you this week about love and faithfulness?
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