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Romans 12:1-21

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
(Romans 12:1-5, ESV)

Introduction
In the English Bible, the first eleven chapters of Romans take up almost 75% of the total Letter to the Romans.  That’s why Paul “therefore” encourages his readers to “present (their) bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God.” Of course, there are the important points of the Gospel: a) that the gospel itself contains the power of God for salvation, b) that God gifts His righteousness to us by faith because of sin, c) that God doesn’t just spare us from judgment but He both justifies and glorifies those who respond to the Gospel, d) that nothing can separate us from the love of God, and e) that God’s steadfast love and faithfulness guarantees the completion of God’s work in our lives.  But perhaps the biggest reason to present our body to God as “a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God” is that such a lifestyle is simply our “logikos latreia” or reasonable response to the power, love and faithfulness of God.

1. Offerings ourselves as living sacrifices because of Christ. (Romans 12:1-5)
​
	a) Our “spiritual worship” is the appropriate response to the love and sacrifice of God for you and I.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	b) Seeing the “renewal of your mind” as not about information but rather transformation.

2. God’s grace to better resemble and represent Christ together. (Romans 12:6-12)

	a) The Holy Spirit imparts a specific and complementary capacity to each and every believer.

	b) The importance of these fruits and gifts of the Holy Spirit in our resemblance and representation of Christ.

3. Words and works that reveal our trust and transformation in Christ. (Romans 12:13-21)

	a) The importance of being, doing, trust and, yes, obedience in our worship, discipleship and witness.

	b) “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:21, ESV).

Conclusion
Just as research indicates that on any given day twice as many evangelical Christians in the U.S. are likely to open Facebook rather than their Bibles, it appears that we use our gifts and resources to serve our personal interests rather than to serve God.  But that these are not new problems is evidenced by these instructions written to the Church at Rome, too.  Our individual and corporate responsibility as Christians is simply worship and discipleship.  Just as worship is about giving our very best, so discipleship is about learning to imitate Christ in and through our relationship with God and one another.  God the Son put on a body like ours and then offered Himself as a witness and sacrifice, and so we are to offer our bodies in worship and service.  God entrusts a portion of His Spirit and grace into each believer so that we might complement one another as a witness and testimony to the mercy and judgment of God.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) How do your life, work and relationships demonstrate your being “living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God”?
2) How might the grace of God to you, and your words and works, better reveal your trust and transformation?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God saying to you about God’s grace to you and through you?
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