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[bookmark: _GoBack]1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. (Romans 10:1-4, ESV)

Introduction
It’s helpful to recall how the ninth chapter of Romans concluded: by explaining that the reason Israel failed to attain God’s righteousness is because they were deceived and mistakenly believed that it could be attained by their performance.  Yes, it is helpful to remember those oft-quoted words from the apostle James—“faith without works is dead” (see James 2:14-26)—but more importantly, apart from faith in Christ, our works are worthless to achieve God’s righteousness because of human weakness, inconsistency and the deceitfulness of sin. Even in our worship, discipleship and witness we must avoid trying to establish our own righteousness.

1. God’s righteousness or your own?  (Romans 10:1-4)

	a) Paul’s hope and intercession for his family and nation.

	b) The righteousness of God or a righteousness of your own making?

2. Is your righteousness based on the law or by faith?  (Romans 10:5-13)

	a) Moses, Christ, and the righteousness based on the law vs. the righteousness based on faith.

	b) “Everyone who calls on the Name of the Lord will be saved.”

3. So faith comes by hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  (Romans 10:14-21)

	a) A comparison and contrast of biblical witness and contemporary evangelism.

	b) “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”

Conclusion
I believe that evangelism apart from prayer and meaningful relationship and discipleship absent intimate relationship with God, is like faith without works: dead.  Contemporary expressions of good works such as social justice, political activism, community service, lending a helping hand and otherwise being a good neighbor, when motivated by love and performed in faith, can all help us to resemble and represent Christ.  However, without faith in Christ, as with any other performance-based system of good words and works, the deceitfulness of sin will lead us away from the grace and truth of Christ.  

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Romans 10:1-13. Why did God’s people fail to please God then and when do we fail now?
2) Read Romans 10:14-21. What does this passage have to do with evangelism and why do you think so?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God teaching you this week about faith, hearing and obedience?
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