Imagine Or Believe?
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Ecclesiastes 11:5 - 12:8

7 Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun. 8 So if a person lives many years, let him rejoice in them all; but let him remember that the days of darkness will be many. All that comes is vanity. 9 Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth. Walk in the ways of your heart and the sight of your eyes. But know that for all these things God will bring you into judgment.
(Ecclesiastes 11:7-9, ESV)

Introduction
We begin a twelve-week series based on Confronting Christianity, written by Rebecca McLaughlin, which was recently recognized by Christianity Today as its 2020 Beautiful Orthodoxy Book of the Year.  Statistical researchers are in agreement that not only is Christianity is the most widespread global belief system, but that present growth trends promise that it will likely remain so well into the future. Yet for many Westerners, Biblical Christianity rudely interrupts such hopes and dreams as sung in John Lennon’s Imagine (1971) that the world would be better “with no heaven, hell, countries, possessions…nothing to kill or die for…and no religion.”  Should we imagine or believe?

1. The limits of human knowledge and power.  (Ecclesiastes 11:5-8)

	a) Human imagination mimics God’s creative power in a limited way.

	b) While the STEM disciplines are very useful, they cannot create or control our world.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Do we have the power to know or determine what is good, evil or yet to come? (Ecclesiastes 11:9-10)

	a) Biblical faith fulfills every righteous human desire in God’s time (Ecclesiastes 3:1-13).

	b) The end result of our lives is meant to have greater significance than the beginning of our lives.

3. Faith and religious belief are not just beneficial to old people.  (Ecclesiastes 12:1-8)
​
a) McLaughlin’s sampling of seven benefits from faith-based lifestyles.

b) “It is appointed to man once to die and then to face judgment” (Hebrews 9:27, ESV).

Conclusion
Children receiving an English education around the world are often exposed to Dr. Martin Luther King’s 1963 speech widely known by its best-known lines: “I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character... one day right there in Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers...I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight; "and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together” (Isaiah 40:4,5, KJV). Lennon imagined while King believed.  How about you?

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read and discuss Ecclesiastes 11:5-12:8.  What part of this Bible passage encourages or troubles you?
2) Talk about the author’s sampling of benefits from faith-based lifestyles, do you agree or disagree?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about faith and imagination?
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