The Ministry And Prayer Of Paul
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 15:14-33

17 In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work for God. 18 For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, 19 by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; 20 and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone else's foundation, 21 but as it is written, “Those who have never been told of him will see, and those who have never heard will understand.” 22 This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to you.
(Romans 15:17-22, ESV)
Introduction
As we near the end of Paul’s letter to the believers at Rome, we will take two more week to look at how the prayer and relationships of the apostle Paul complemented God’s grace towards him and revealed the character of Christ was being formed in him.  Paul fulfilled his apostolic role and responsibilities not just by telling others how to believe and act, but by showing and telling them how God had been working in his own life.  Let’s take a closer look at what motivated Paul to think, choose, speak and act as he did.

1. Working to prepare God’s kingdom of priests, both Jew and Gentile.  (Romans 15:14-16)

	a) Learning to recognize the work of God in one another’s lives.

	b) Recognizing the work and call of God in our own lives (Exodus 19:6, 1Peter2:4-12).

2. Working towards the fullness of blessing in Christ.  (Romans 15:17-29)

	a) Paul’s commitment to fulfilling his part in the ministry of the gospel of Christ.

	b) Community expressed in the giving and receiving of spiritual and material blessing.

3. The vital work of prayer.   (Romans 15:30-33)

	a) While some believers cannot go, and others may have less to give, everyone can and must pray.

	b) Paul faced opposition both within and without the churches, beyond his understanding or control.

Conclusion
Look closely at these words from the apostle Paul: “…I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, 19 by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ…” (Romans 15:18-19, ESV).  While Paul may have been the brightest and most dedicated disciple of his generation, Paul remained fully aware that it was Christ working in and through him that accomplished these things.  He was willing to go for Christ, to give all he had for Christ, but still needed the prayers of others for the power, love and faithfulness of Christ in his own life.  

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) What was Paul’s reason for not having visited the Roman believers before and why was it a good reason?
2) Why did Paul encourage the Gentile believers to give to the needs of Jewish believers in Jerusalem?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about praying, giving and going in Christ?
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