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Romans 16:1-27

17 I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. 18 For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 19 For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
(Romans 16:17-20, ESV)

Introduction
It has taken me a long time to understand Christ’s words in John 15:5 as saying more about relationship than about personal capacity or performance: “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing” (ESV).  While there is little doubt that Christ and Paul both had much to say about the importance of prayer, just as “pray always” (1Thessalonians 5:17) is really about as remaining connected to God, Christ’s “love one another as I have loved you” (John 13:34-35) is confirming the importance of meaningful relationships.  Because God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are a relationship, it would have been impossible for Paul to show and tell the grace and truth of God without meaningful relationships.

1. The power, love and faithfulness of God is best displayed by unity in diversity.  (Romans 16:1-16)

	a) Even more than Luke (8:1-3), Paul recognized the Spirit’s presence and work in others, including women.
	b) Recognizing God’s work through women in ministry as fulfilling the prophecy of Joel 2:28-29.

2. Knowledge and performance kept in submission to love and unity.  (Romans 16:17-24)

	a) “The kingdom of God is a matter of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 14:17)

	b) All human position, possession and privilege wielded in subjection to the Person and Message of Christ.

3.  Mysterious connections between prayer and meaningful relationship.  (Romans 16:25-27)

	a)  A statement of praise, a prayer, a declaration, an expression of Paul’s faith, hope and love for God.

	b) The Person and Message of Jesus Christ.

Conclusion
As we reach the end of Paul’s letter to the believers at Rome, we can see how God answered the prayers and worked in and through the relationships of the apostle Paul.  A closer look at the list of people whom Paul was greeting—who had all gone ahead of Paul and through whom Christ had planted the Church at Rome—reminds me of how much God enjoys revealing His power, love and faithfulness in, to and through our relationships.  Will you pray and love others in such a way that God might work in and through you and your relationships in a similar way?

[bookmark: _GoBack]For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Romans 16:1-24 and attempt to categorize Paul’s ministry partners greeted in these verses.
2) Compare Romans 16:17-20 with Romans 14:13-23.  What is your takeaway regarding fellowship from Paul’s instructions here?
3) What have the Word and Spirit of God been showing and telling you about prayer and meaningful relationships?
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