Welcome One Another
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 15:1-21

1 We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 3 For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.” 4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 15:1-6, ESV)

Introduction
In many ways, it seems to me that Paul’s words here in what we call “chapter 15” of his letter to the believers at Rome expand upon these words: “So do not let what you regard as good be spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men. So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding” (Romans 14:16-19, ESV).  For while Paul warned against welcoming others into our gatherings to quarrel about conflicting opinions, Paul obviously did not equate quarrelling with instruction and training in righteousness.

1. Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you.  (Romans 15:1-7)
​
[bookmark: _GoBack]	a) “We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak…” (v.1).

b) “May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony…” (v.5).

2. Unity and hope in Christ.  (Romans 15:8-13)

	a) God’s promise to bless all the nations of the world through Abraham (Genesis 12:13).

	b) The prophecies of God’s blessing of the Gentiles together with the Jews through David and Isaiah.

3. How to wield a strong faith.  (Romans 15:14-21)

	a) Recognizing disciples as learners and the church as a community of lovers and learners of God.

	b) Paul’s faith connection between worship, discipleship, witness and the return of Christ.

Conclusion
Welcoming one another as Christ has welcomed you brings glory to God through the expansion of His Kingdom, refusing one another attempts to give glory to an individual or group at the expense of God’s Kingdom.  As the kingdom of God is revealed and experienced through righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, it is the responsibility of those with strong faith to accommodate those neighbors with weaker faith with grace and truth, showing and telling them how to live as loyal subjects of the Kingdom of God.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Romans 15:1-7.  What does it mean to welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you?
2) Read Romans 15:14-21.  How does Paul set an example for those who have been graced with strong faith?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you this week about the grace and truth of God?
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