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Galatians 3:23-4:7

27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.
(Galatians 3:27-29, ESV)

Introduction
McLaughlin wrote in Confronting Christianity, “For many, the idea that Christianity is a white, Western religion, intrinsically tied to cultural imperialism, stands as a major ethical barrier to considering Christ.  We celebrate diversity and lament the ways religion has been used by Westerners to destroy indigenous cultures” (p.33).  The author’s observation here was not new to me.  I can still recall the emotions that would rise whenever someone brought up in conversation the missionaries who came to Hawai’i and the shared opinion of my Native Hawaiian classmates that the missionaries had taken more than they had given.  While there was a time when perhaps 97% of the Islands’ population had professed faith in Christ, in the multiethnic, multicultural milieu I grew up in, faith in a haole “blond hair, blue-eyed Jesus” felt like betrayal. 

1. Understanding that the law was our guardian until Christ came.  (Galatians 3:23-26)

	a) Mistaking a perceived ethnocentrism for divine favoritism.

	b) Navigating the differences between Judaism and Christianity, the Law and grace by faith.

2. We are all intended to be one in Christ Jesus.  (Galatians 3:27-4:5)

	a) Understanding the analogy of childhood guardianship and adult rights and responsibilities.

	b) Temporal diversity through Adam and eternal unity in Christ.

3. The Holy Spirit makes and marks all who believe as God’s children and heirs.  (Galatians 4:6-7)

	a) The apostles and saints recognized the Holy Spirit as source and sustainer of unity in diversity.

b) The outpouring of the Holy Spirit not only marked the beginning of the end, but God’s love for all 
                   (Joel 2:28-29, Acts 2:1-41).

Conclusion
As can be seen from the Biblical record, “...contrary to popular conceptions, the Christian movement was multicultural and multiethnic from the outset” (34) and of the roughly 2.8 billion Christians alive today, less than 500 million live in Europe and North America combined.  Therefore “the idea that Christianity is a diversity-resistant, white Western religion of privilege is utterly irreconcilable with (both) the New Testament” (36) and present reality.  How can this be?  The Christ of the Gospels is a countercultural revolutionary who cares for, and as with the Bible as written, “insists on the equal value and dignity of all humans” (39).  Make no mistake: Christianity is “the most diverse, multiethnic and multicultural movement in all of history” (46).

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) What are the differences between monism, pluralism, multiculturalism and biblical unity in diversity?
2) Compare post-modern criticism of Christianity with the truth of our adoption and inheritance by faith.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about unity in diversity?
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