Is The Truth In Us?
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1John1:1-10

8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
(1John 1:8-10, ESV)

Introduction
If you’re reading Rebecca McLaughlin’s Confronting Christianity with us, you may have seen how Chapter 5’s  question of whether or not religion causes violence led to an examination of not just the record of violence caused by the world’s three largest faiths—Christianity, Islam and Buddhism—but also the involvement of Communism, Nazism, even that of democracy in the propagation of war and unrest.  But for me, the deeper problem of making an honest response when asked such a question is exposed by those words attributed to Mahatma Gandhi: “I like your Christ, but not your Christianity.”

1. Christ and those who follow Christ.  (1John 1:1-4)

	a) John, the last survivor of the Twelve, wanted people to know the Christ he witnessed and loved.

	b) He lived to make Christ known and to share his fellowship with God that we might enjoy Him, too.

2. Christ’s righteousness shared through redemption, confession and forgiveness.  (1John 1:5-7)

	a) The Twelve knew and acknowledged the vast difference between Christ and themselves.

	b) They knew it was God’s grace and not their performance that granted their fellowship with Christ.

3. How well does our Christianity represent Christ?  (1John 1:8-10)

	a) “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (v.8).

	b) A Christian is first and foremost someone who has gone public with their sin and need for Christ.

Conclusion
Even as McLaughlin concludes with Christianity’s contribution to democracy, justice and healing (94) the record of Christian failure still casts a long shadow on the good which has been done in the Name of Christ the last 2000 years.  McLaughlin, however, makes two last points in defense of Christianity as she concludes this chapter: 1) not everyone who claims to be a follower of Christ is one, particularly when and where such identity is seen as a path to power, and 2) the Bible itself teaches us to expect moral failure from Christians (92).  So then perhaps the question is not so much “what about them?” but “what about you?”

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
[bookmark: _GoBack]1) 1) What would be your response to the question, “doesn’t religion cause violence?”
2) Read 1John 1:1-10 and talk about what seemed to be the main point for you in that passage?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about Christ and your Christianity?
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