Only One Way, Truth And Life?
Hope Chapel Honolulu
John 13:31-14:11

4 “And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
[bookmark: _GoBack](John 14:4-7, ESV)

Introduction
McLaughlin wrote on page 47: “When questions carry life-and-death consequences, we see persuasion as an act of love. But what species of truth is religious truth?”  In John 11:17-53 we find not only the narrative of Christ bringing his friend Lazarus back to life after four days in the grave, but we find a conversation in which Christ makes this claim in John 11:25-26 to a grieving friend and sister of the deceased which is either horribly deceitful or wonderfully true: “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” A few days later Christ told His disciples that He Himself was “the way, the truth and life” and not just one of many.

1. The connection between reward, relationship and responsibility.  (John 13:31-35)

	a) The timing and manner of Christ’s glorification and fulfillment of God’s mission.

	b) Christ’s renewed emphasis on the manner of relationship He shared with the disciples.

2. The context of Jesus’ claim to be the way and the truth and life.  (John 13:36-14:7)

	a) Words, works and promises are not enough to help us follow Christ to our heavenly home.

	b) The journey home is wholly dependent upon our relationship with Christ in His divinity.

3. “Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father.” (John 14:8-11)

	a) The claims of an egomaniac, someone criminally insane or the confession of God?

b) That elephant parable and seven problems that result when applying that paradigm to Christ.

Conclusion
Christ claimed to be “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25-26), “the way and the truth and life” (John 14:6) on another occasion, and then in the next breath that those who saw Him “had seen the Father” (John 14:7-9).  Even if we were to insist upon separate categories for truth such as historical, public, personal, scientific, objective, subjective and religious truths, Christ’s claims meet at least five of these 7 categories.  Whether you choose to believe Christ or not, the worst thing you could do with any truth like this would be to ignore it, especially as it claims to be a matter of life or death.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read John 14:1-11 and discuss the one thing that seems most important to you from this passage?
2) Consider and discuss the parable of the elephant and the author’s proposed seven problems.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about faith in Christ?
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