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2 Timothy 3:1-17

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and proﬁtable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2Timothy 3:16-17, ESV)

Introduction
In the 6th chapter of Confronting Christianity, Rebecca McLaughlin addresses the question of whether or not the Bible should be taken “literally.” But as anyone who reads broadly, or has read through the entire Bible would recognize, literature include poetry and prose, rhyme and reason, and in the case of the Bible, both metaphor and miracle.  Perhaps the real question being posed when someone asks you, “how can you take the Bible literally?,” what they’re really asking is, “how can you take the Bible seriously?”

1. The Bible is best understood when recognized and practiced as truth. (2Timothy 3:1-7)

a) Perhaps Christians have always lived in times of diﬃculty?

b) “…having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power” (vv.1-5).

2. Not everyone believes in, let alone wants to hear and obey, the truth. (2Timothy 3:8-13)

a) Jewish historians recorded the names of the magicians who attempted to oppose God and Moses.

b) Paul appeals to what his witness of endurance and deliverance for what he believed to be true.

3. The Bible is able to make you wise for salvation and every good work. (2Timothy 3:14-17)

a) All Scripture is “theopneustos” or “God-breathed” (Deuteronomy 8:3, Matthew 4:4).

b) The Bible was never intended for information, but for the transformation of believers.

Conclusion
One of the challenges to the modern reader is the Enlightenment-induced belief that the Bible is full of fantastic or crazy ideas that hold no value to because we are so much more sophisticated than the people who wrote the Bible. Another challenge was even echoed by 21% of U.S. pastors in a 2014 Gallup poll: “The Bible is an ancient book of fables, legends, history and moral precepts recorded by man” (96). But anyone who has read through all 66 books of the Bible written by more than 40 men and women has discovered that once anyone starts reading the Word of God seriously, they may never be the same again.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read and compare Deuteronomy 8:1-5 and Matthew 4:1-4. What do these words say to you?
2) Read 2Timothy 3:14-17 and talk about why Timothy was being reminded of the value of God’s Word.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about the Bible?
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