Why The Fear Of The LORD?
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Leviticus 19:9-18

17 You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.
(Leviticus 19:17-18, ESV)

Introduction
In Chapter 4 of Confronting Christianity, Rebecca McLaughlin addressed the question of “doesn’t religion hinder morality?”  While such a question may seem strange to some of us, the increasingly broad influence of “Critical Theory” (the Marxist-oriented approach to the study of history, law, literature and the social sciences) since the 1970’s has made such a view of religion in general and Christianity in particular a basic assumption in Western education.  A good example is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html) which was based on a strong Judeo-Christian theological influence yet without direct references to God being removed from the declaration at the insistence of the Communist Chinese representative.

1. Personal boundaries.  (Leviticus 19:9-12)

a) Personal holiness for God’s people required their stewardship of natural and human resources.

b) Personal holiness was not limited to external behavior but began with the heart, mind and soul.

2. Boundaries for the strong and the weak.  (Leviticus 19:13-15)

a) When God is seen as the Judge of all, how we treat one another becomes a matter of worship.

b) Human government was seen as having been entrusted with God’s authority and responsibility.

3. Love your neighbor as yourself.  (Leviticus 19:16-18)

a) Capital punishment required two or three witnesses ((Deuteronomy 17:6, ESV).

b) Forgiveness, restitution and reconciliation are man’s responsibility; justice and vengeance God’s. 

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]While the facts do not support the claim that religion hinders morality, religion alone–speaking of religious or secular humanistic or human-centered belief systems—doesn’t necessarily foster widespread ethical behavior.  Christians themselves have no claim to greater righteousness, as McLaughlin wrote, “to be a Christian is to acknowledge your utter moral failure and to throw yourself on the mercy of the only truly good man who ever lived” (73).  Nevertheless, without belief in God’s creation and future judgment of mankind, there is neither foundation nor premise for basic human rights, mutual respect or love for others.

For your prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) What do you think of the connection made between universal human rights and Christianity?
2) Read Leviticus 19:9-18.  Discuss the connections between the fear of the LORD and loving others.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about human rights and Christ?
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