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Genesis 2:15-25

18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” 19 Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 
(Genesis 2:18-20, ESV)

Introduction
In the 8th chapter of Confronting Christianity Rebecca McLaughlin addresses the continuing matter of women’s rights and the perceived chauvinism of the Christian faith because of the Church’s modern history of failures.   However, as McLaughlin points out, the perceived oppression or denigration of women by Christianity conflicts with the countercultural teaching and example of Christ.  Even with regard to Eve having been given to Adam as a “helper,” the word “ezer” or “helper” in Hebrew was most often used to describe God rather than someone inferior or subservient.

1. The Bible’s two perspectives on creation.  (Genesis 2:15-17)

	a) God has determined our gender, timing and place of habitation, even if not our choices.

	b) God has not only set the boundaries for our individual existences but our relationships, too.

2. Made for relationship with God and one another.  (Genesis 2:18-23)

	a) God made humankind to be in relationship with one another to resemble their Trinity.

	b) Woman was given to man because they were set apart from the other living creatures.

3. Divinely engendered for imaging, intimacy and propagation.  (Genesis 2:24-25)

	a) Adam’s response to the creation of woman laid the foundation for intimacy and relationship.

b) Gender was given to people for the sake of imaging God as well as intimacy and propagation.

Conclusion
The plain teaching of the Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation is neither chauvinistic nor prejudiced.  From the moment of creation, people were divinely engendered not to differentiate or assign value to one gender over the other, rather gender was given by God for both representation of God and to enable the propagation of the human race.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read and compare Genesis 1:26-31 and 2:15-25.  What seems most important in these passages?
2) Read Genesis 2:15-25 again. How are gender, intimacy and relationship interconnected by God here?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about being made male and female?
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