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Psalm 8:1-9

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him? 5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. 
(Psalm 8:3-5, ESV)

Introduction
Chapter 7 of Rebecca McLaughlin’s Confronting Christianity visits the question of whether or not science has made Christianity—and all other religions—obsolete.  While McLaughlin reminds us that the origins of what we call modern science today began with two Franciscan friars—Roger Bacon (1214-1296) and William of Okham (1285-1350)—who “laid the  empirical and methodological foundations for the scientific method” (p.110), however, some will insist that science has outgrown religion. However, while science can be useful to describe what something was or is, science cannot fully explain the how, let alone the why, of our world.

1. To the Choirmaster.  (Psalm 8:1)

	a) Who was this Choirmaster that David dedicated his songs to?

	b) While not a scientist in the modern sense, David saw the “what” and asked “why?”

2. All creation testifies to the greatness of the Creator.  (Psalm 8:2-5)

	a) David’s life experiences made the wonder of God’s nature and work all the greater.

	b) Have you allowed yourself to become jaded with the power, majesty and beauty of God?

3. The importance of why over the what and how of being human.  (Psalm 8:6-9)

	a) David’s experiences with mankind, animals and nature confirmed God’s Word for him.

	b) If humans are truly God’s image-bearers, our answer to the “why” is essential.

Conclusion
It is true that Bible-believing Christians have sometimes held opposing views of the answers to the what, why and how of life.  However, at least from from Bacon and Ockham until the Hastings, Hutchinson and Jing Kong (among many others noted by McLaughlin), Bible-believing Christians have found no conflict between their faith and their science.  Scientific discoveries such as that of Nobel Prize winning physicist Eugene Wigner concerning “The Unreasonable Effectiveness Of Mathematics” make it seem all the more likely that “a rational God made the universe and endowed humans with an intelligence that echoed His own” (110) so that His image-bearing creatures would be able to seek and find Him.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Genesis 1:26-28 and 2:4-25.  What do these verses say about the why of mankind?
2) Read Psalm 8:1-9.  How did David’s life experience fit with his knowledge of the Scriptures?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God saying to you about the why of your life?
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