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1Corinthians 5:9-6:20

17 But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18 Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your body. 
(1Corinthians 6:17-20, ESV)
Introduction
I chose to read Rebecca McLaughlin’s Confronting Christianity with you knowing that what she wrote on p.153 would probably surprise, shock, confuse, or even offend some: “…and we are both primarily attracted to women." First, please keep in mind that we have been comparing and contrasting her book with the Scriptures each week, not to justify what she writes, but to test and verify whether or not her writing is in alignment with the Word and Spirit of God.  Secondly, as Christ says in Luke 5:31-32, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance” (ESV).  Let’s open our eyes, ears and hearts for what the Word and Spirit of God are saying to you and I this week.

1. Pursuing holiness with our mind, soul, body and relationships.  (1Corinthians 5:9-6:8)

	a) The Church is meant to be salt and light, to preserve the world and expose its need for Christ.

	b) The Church is to bear witness to the kingdom of God and its righteousness, not enforce it.

2. Our bodies are meant for the Lord and the Lord for our bodies.  (1Corinthians 6:9-14)

	a) We are all sinners before God; but those washed, sanctified and justified will inherit His kingdom.

	b) Understanding and distinguishing grace, consumption, consumerism and commodification.

3. To become one as the Father and Son of God are one.  (John 17:17-23, 1Corinthians 6:15-20)

	a) A oneness which goes beyond a married man and woman that describes the entire Body of Christ.

	b) Understanding the human body as both temporal and as a temple of the Holy Spirit.

Conclusion
McLaughlin makes this statement on p.154: “Rachel and I are both now married to men—men we love and respect and depend on…But we both chose to marry men because of our commitment to Christ over our emotional and sexual preferences…We believe that God could change our instincts, but we have no promise that He will, because blue-blooded heterosexuality is not the goal of Christian life: Jesus is.”  Christ was never married, never engaged in sexual relations, appeared to equally value men, women and children of all ethnicities, socioeconomic backgrounds and generations, whether married, single or eunuch.  When we think and speak of unity in diversity, are we as loving, accepting and forgiving as Christ is towards us?

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read 1Corinthians 5:9-6:8.  What is Paul teaching about the difference between witness and judgment?
2) Read 1 Corinthians 6:9-20.  What is the purpose and significance of the human body for the Christian?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God saying to you about your body being a temple of the Holy Spirit?
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