Biblical Christianity & Suffering
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Ecclesiastes 12:1-14

8 Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher; all is vanity.
(Ecclesiastes 12:8, ESV)


Introduction
I have read it in books and articles about the global church and heard it said in seminary classes by students and conversations with mature believers from Third World nations: we in the West have a very under-developed theology of suffering.  Perhaps that’s the attraction of Buddhism to Westerners: its teachings promise a way to avoid suffering?  McLaughlin compared and contrasted three perspectives on suffering—atheism, Buddhism and Christianity--in Chapter 11.  Because of our cultural setting, let’s compare the Hindu/Buddhist teachings about suffering with the teachings of Biblical Christianity.

[bookmark: _Hlk57731203]1. Remember your Creator in the days of your youth.  (Ecclesiastes 12:1-5a)

	a) The significance of “remember also your Creator in the days of your youth….” 

	b) “…the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along and desire fails….”

[bookmark: _Hlk57731236]2. Vanity of vanities, all is vanity?  (Ecclesiastes 12:5b-8)

	a) “…It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment…” (Hebrews 9:27, ESV)

	b) The connecting thread between vanity, duhkha, sin, righteousness and judgment.

[bookmark: _Hlk57731261]3. The whole duty of mankind.  (Ecclesiastes 12:9-14)

	a) To fear God and keep His commandments requires us to love and care deeply.

	b) “For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.”

Conclusion
Why is it that we are commanded to both “rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep” (Romans 12:15)? The answer is found in that most poignant conversation of the Gospel of John, if not all the Gospels, after Jesus has asked Martha who is grieving the death of her brother Lazarus to believe that He Himself is the resurrection and the life, and after her sister Mary falls weeping at Christ’s feet, crying out, “Lord, if only You had been here, he would not have died!” The answer is found in Christ’s wonderful and just as miraculous as the resurrection He would work just a few moments later: “Jesus wept” (John 11:35).  Rebecca McLaughlin wrote, “Christians are not called to compassionate detachment.  Christians truly following Jesus are deeply attached, and covered in tears—their own, and those of others—just like their Lord” (Confronting Christianity, p.207). 

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Ecclesiastes 12:1-14.  Do you agree with Solomon’s conclusion about life that “all is vanity”? Why?
2) Read John 11:1-44.  What do Jesus’ words and works show and tell you about God’s response to suffering?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about faith, hope, love and suffering?
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