When He Was First Called Jesus
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Luke 2:1-40

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
(Luke 2:33-35, ESV)

Introduction
While the value of tradition in keeping stories alive from generation to generation is undeniable, just as slogans can be helpful to communicate an idea, they are often limited in their ability to communicate all the facts.  This is true with regard to the birth of Christ, too.  Perhaps billions have seen or heard the story of angels visiting shepherds and alerting them to the birth of Christ, while others have likely heard the story of wise men from the East who followed a star to find the Christ child bringing gifts.  But unless one has read the Gospels for themselves, most would not have heard about what happened when Christ was eight days old.

1. The often-told parts of the Christmas story.  (Luke 2:1-20)

	a) The historicity of Christ’s birth.

	b) The testimony of the angels and shepherds.

2. What Jesus’ parents were needed to do for the Son of God.  (Luke 2:21-33)

	a) Christ, having emptied Himself of divine power, required His parents’ help (Philippians 2:5-8).

	b) Christ’s circumcision, his parents” purification and the testimony of Simeon.

3. The prophetic testimonies made on the day of Christ’s circumcision.  (Luke 2:34-40)

	a) The prophetic reminder to Mary and the evangelism of the prophetess named Anna.

	b) “The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon Him.”

Conclusion
Knowing better than Mary did that day, what would become of her firstborn son and what would be the end result of her young and simple trust in God when she said “yes” to becoming the mother of Jesus, we can see the bigger picture of what God was doing through her trust in Him.  This perspective can help us to better trust God when we do not fully understand Him and cannot see the promised results of His word and work.  As we celebrate Christmas 2020, let’s reconsider Mary’s journey of faith, and how she would eventually learn to trust God with not just her own self, but with all that she could neither understand nor control.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Luke 2:1-33 and talk about what you’re familiar and unfamiliar with from the story of Christ’s birth.
2) Read Luke 2:34-35 and discuss the significance of Simeon’s prophecy to Mary’s journey of faith.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about faith and hope this Christmas?
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