‘Ekolu Mea Nui
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1Corinthians 13:7-13

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
(1Corinthians 13:13, ESV)

Introduction
Do you have a song that keeps playing inside your head or heart?  Lately this song—'Ekolu Mea Nui—a song based upon the Bible passage we are looking at today has been playing in the back of my mind.  But this time I found myself thinking more deeply about why faith, hope and love are so important to us, and why there is actually a ranking among the three so that the Scriptures teach “the greatest of these is love.”  Let’s take a closer look at what the Word and Spirit of God are saying through Paul here in 1Corinthians 13.

1. God is Love.  (1Corinthians 13:7-10)

	a) Much more than just a wedding text; this gives insight into the nature and character of God.

	b) Much more than instruction about spiritual gifts, this lends wisdom for both present and future.

2. The purpose of our salvation is to resemble and represent God perfectly.  (1Corinthians 13:11-12)

	a) Love one another as you are; love one another enough to build each other up in Christ.

	b) God’s call is not performing words, works or miracles, but conforming to the image of Christ.

3. God’s part, our part and eternal life as the result.  (1Corinthians 13:13)

	a) Paul wasn’t talking about human emotion or expression but about God’s emotion and expression.

	b) Faith is our response to God now, hope our response to God then, love God’s eternal call to us.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk60143065]The year 2020 was probably not what you had hoped for, and 2021 will probably not return the world to the way things were.  But as the apostle Paul wrote in Romans 8:24-25, our hope is neither in what has been nor in what is seen, but in what God has promised to come: “For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience” (Romans 8:24-25, ESV).  We access this hope by responding to God’s grace with faith.  God’s love then completes what He has begun in us, and we’ll know process is completed when we see Him face to face.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read 1 Corinthians 13:7-10.  Why might God’s gifts be temporary when God’s love is eternal?
2) Read 1 Corinthians 13:11-13.  What do these words teach us about resembling and representing Christ?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God saying to you about worship, discipleship, witness and maturity?
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