​Good Enough To Be A Christian
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Luke 5:1-39

5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” 6 And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. 7 They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9 For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” (Luke 5:5-10, ESV)

Introduction
Jesus’ baptism scene in Luke 3:21-22, revealed how the Father felt about Christ before He began public ministry: “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” While we can probably do the mental and theological gymnastics required to see Christ as righteous and qualified to represent God the Father, however, that same confidence probably doesn’t extend to you and me personally. And that’s what Peter felt, too, after he heard Christ teaching about God and then experiencing that first miraculous catch of fish recorded in the Gospels.  Are you and I good enough to be a Christian?

1. Fishers of men? (Luke 5:1-11)

	a) Was Jesus as intentional about teaching from Peter’s boat as He was about what He taught?

	b) The miraculous catch of fish and the mysterious promise of Christ.

2. The Son of Man has power and authority to forgive and to qualify. (Luke 5:12-32)

	a) What makes someone righteous?  What does a righteous person look like to you?

	b) Christ broke many of the false ideas people had about who God loved and who God didn’t love.

3. A question about relationship to God. (Luke 5:33-39)

	a) Which do you think better portrays the kingdom of God—monastic practices or a wedding feast?

	b) A parable that teaches about the New Covenant, new life in Jesus and why people reject Christ.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]What do you think Jesus meant when He told the religious leaders (the “Pharisees and scribes” of Luke 5:30), “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance”? How do you think they felt when they heard those words from Christ?  Please don’t mistake my meaning when I say that “disciples are lifelong learners” or speak of disciplines like renewal, prayer, witness, submission and sabbath.  While we can and should respond to the grace of God with trust and obedience, the truth is that we cannot make ourselves good enough to be disciples of Christ.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Luke 5:4-32.  What do you learn about forgiveness and acceptance in Christ from these stories?
2) Read Luke 5:33-39.  How did Christ’s words challenge the religious leaders? How about you?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about righteousness this week?
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