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Luke 10:1-42

38 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. 40 But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, 42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38-42, ESV)

Introduction
I don’t know about you, but I think that “pray for laborers” and “love your neighbors” are two of the memorable and practical teachings of Christ.  However, there are a couple of not-so-well-known facts from the life and ministry of Christ that we find here in Luke 10.  The first is that Jesus personally made and sent out at least EIGHTY-SIX disciples by this point in time: the Twelve, these 72, a healed leper sent to bear witness to the priests (Luke 5:12-15) and the formerly demonized man of the Gerasenes (Luke 8:26-39) sent to his home city of Decapolis.  It makes me wonder what else we have missed or forgotten about Christ and the gospel!

1. Laborers for the harvest.  (Luke 10:1-16)

	a) Christ made and sent out at least eighty-six disciples during His three and a half years of public ministry.

	b) Is our job to pray for laborers, to go out as laborers, or both?

2. Christ’s disciples have much reason to rejoice.  (Luke 10:17-24)

	a) The spiritual authority and testimony of the seventy-two disciples.

	b) Rejoicing in Christ’s provision of salvation even more than in Christ’s sharing of authority.

3. Loving our neighbors as God loves us.  (Luke 10:25-42)

	a) “You shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD” (Leviticus 9:9-18).

	b) “Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her” (Luke 10:42).

Conclusion
There are a number of audacious remarks made to Christ and recorded in the gospels, but perhaps none more so than this lawyer’s: “And who is my neighbor?”  While we have probably read this passage and wondered why Jesus didn’t give the lawyer more of a direct answer, a closer look reveals two key points made for the benefit of His disciples as well as others who were listening to this exchange.  The first is that Christ made a Samaritan half-breed idolater (that’s what the Jews commonly thought of Samaritans at the time!) the hero of His parable and not a priest, Levite or lawyer.  Secondly, Christ turned the entire question around on the lawyer’s feeble answer by referring the lawyer to the revelation of God’s heart in Hosea 6:6’s “I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.”

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Luke 10:1-16.  What lessons of discipleship were you reminded of or learned anew here?
2) Read Luke 10:25-42.  What do you learn about neighbors, hospitality, culture, work and worship here?
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