​The Master Disciplemaker
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Luke 9:1-62

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
(Luke 9:57-62, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]I have seen a number of articles written by church leaders and consultants claiming that the word “discipleship” is the most ambiguous word in churches today.  These people have observed that the meaning and practice of discipleship seem to vary from church-to-church because most leaders don’t have a clear definition of discipleship.  Christ, however, is the Way and the Truth and the Life—the Master Disciplemaker.  Let’s observe His words and actions closely as He goes and makes disciples and then compare and contrast our understanding and practices of discipleship with His.

1. Jesus Christ, the Master Disciplemaker.  (Luke 9:1-17)

	a) The first apostles and the methodology taught by Christ.

	b) Learning to trust in God for more than ever before.

2. Peter’s confession, the cross and the transfiguration.  (Luke 9:18-36)

	a) Once Christ’s identity was recognized, His mission could be revealed.

	b) The Person of Jesus Christ recognized and revealed to Peter, John and James.

3. Consider the cost and benefits of following Christ.  (Luke 9:37-62)

	a) The asymmetrical nature of spiritual warfare.

	b) What does it really cost for you and I to follow Christ?

Conclusion
Christ’s words in Luke 9:23-26 make it clear that discipleship requires much more of us than getting baptized in water, weekly participation in a church service, listening to the occasional podcast and giving an occasional offering in church or a handout to someone on the street.  Some are afraid to speak of the cost for fear of scaring prospective disciples away, while others hesitate because of how it can be difficult to follow Christ. However, that following Christ costs all we have is unsurprising when we consider what Christ paid to lead the way.

For your prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Luke 9:23-27.  What are the costs and benefits of following Christ or choosing not to?
2) Read Luke 9:37-62.  What one thing do the Word and Spirit of God emphasize to you?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about discipleship this week?
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