​God’s Patience Towards His People
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Luke 13:1-35

6 And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. 7 And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8 And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 9 Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”
(Luke 13:6-9, ESV)
Introduction
The 13th through 16th chapters of Luke will be filled with parables, but don’t worry. When Christ speaks to His disciples He is careful to give them hints as to their meaning if not outright explanations. We immediately come across a parable of the fig tree here in Luke 13. The fig tree is one of the most important figures of speech Christ will use. When we recognize that the fig tree represents the nation of Israel, we find important insight into the heart of God towards His people then and now.

1. The parable of the fig tree and the people of God. (Luke 13:1-9)

	a) “There is none righteous, not even one” (Psalm 14:1-3; Romans 3:9-11).

	b) The parable of the fig tree and a chosen people who rejected their own king.

2. The Lord of the Sabbath and the people of God. (Luke 13:10-21)

	a) Laws concerning a weekly Sabbath, Sabbatical Year, Jubilee and their witness to God’s heart.

	b) A (mostly) invisible kingdom and the work of the Holy Spirit and Word of God.

[bookmark: _GoBack]3. Jesus turns His face towards Jerusalem and the finishing of His course. (Luke 13:22-35)

	a) Christ’s emphasis on relationship and foretelling of the coming judgment and reward of God.

	b) Jerusalem and its past and present failures to teach the world of God’s peace.

Conclusion
As Christ’s ministry in the towns and villages surrounding Jerusalem draws to a close, we find an increased sense of urgency as the opposition to Christ’s mission increases.  It’s an interesting contrast, however, to see how Christ never loses sight of the individuals in need—such as that woman who had been bent over by a “crippling spirit” for eighteen years—even as His sense of mission and urgency increases.  Christ’s power, love and faithfulness are not blunted by pride, selfishness or rebellion, but magnified as He humbly, selflessly and justly submits to the will of the Father.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Luke 13:1-9.  What was Christ teaching through parable of the fig tree?
2) Read Luke 13:10-17.  What does Christ reveal about the Sabbath and the heart of God?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about righteousness and repentance?
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