​The Cost Of Discipleship
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Luke 14:1-35

33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 34 Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 
(Luke 14:33-34, ESV)
Introduction
While brief, Christ’s words here in Luke 14:33-34 can be both difficult to accept as well as hard to understand. What did Christ mean by saying that we cannot be disciples unless we “renounce” all that we have?  The Greek here can be literally translated as “say goodbye to your property and possessions,” but relatively wealthy people who call themselves Christians will probably struggle with this. When we can see that Christ’s crucifixion at the hands of both the Jewish religious and Roman political authorities was likely connected to Christ’s rejection of all position, privilege, performance or power as ways to enter the kingdom of God, however, we begin to see that discipleship is more than self-induced poverty.

1. The kingdom of God compared to a wedding feast.  (Luke 14:1-11)

	a) A reminder about God’s purpose for the Sabbath.

	b) “Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

2. The kingdom of God likened to a great banquet.  (Luke 14:12-24)

	a) How heavenly reward is connected to earthly generosity.

	b) What is the meaning of this parable of a great banquet?

3. The relative cost of following and serving Christ.  (Luke 14:25-35)

	a) The cost of discipleship.

	b) What does this puzzling statement about salt really mean?

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chemistry tells us that it’s the Cl (chloride) in NaCl (sodium chloride or “salt”) that gives salt its saltiness.  The chemical bond between sodium and chloride is strong and so pure salt doesn’t normally lose its savor.  In New Testament times, however, salt was generally not pure. When exposed to the typical humidity of a place like Israel, the sodium chloride would eventually evaporate, leaving behind a white substance that appeared to be salt but had none of its flavor. Perhaps Christ was giving us a warning: we will only appear to be a Christian without the relationship and results which come from faith in and obedience to Christ?

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Luke 14:7-24.  What were Christ’s parables teaching through the feast and wedding banquet?
2) Read Luke 14:25-35.  What was Christ teaching about the cost of discipleship?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you through Luke 14?
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