​The Father And You
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Luke 11:1-54

11 What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
(Luke 11:11-13, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the model prayer Christ teaches His disciples we find Him teaching them about worship, hope, dependence, forgiveness and direction. You have probably understood that in describing proper posture and expectation in prayer, Christ makes it clear that through prayer we are making requests of our Father who is so much more powerful, loving and faithful than any human father or mother. But what do you make of this statement from Luke 11:13? –“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

1. A template for prayer and our relationship with the Father.  (Luke 11:1-13)

	a) The disciples’ prayer and Pete Greig’s PRAY acronym (Pause, Rejoice, Ask & Yield).

	b) “…How much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”

2. “Your eye is the lamp of your body.” (Luke 11:14-36)

	a) The power of God and the authority of the believer over sin, sickness and death.

	b) Learning to see our bodies as temples to be indwelt by the Holy Spirit or something less.

3. Making the inner and outer man acceptable to God.  (Luke 11:37-54)

	a) What does it really mean to love God with all of your heart, soul, mind and strength?

	b) God sees through our words and works into our heart and motivation.

Conclusion
Christ’s statement in Luke 11:34—“Your eye is the lamp of your body” —provides us with critical information about how our perspective and belief system shape the outcome of our lives. In its original context, Christ’s statement would not have been understood as a pathological let alone psychological observation. Christ was speaking in simple terms to simple people, teaching His disciples about spiritual and eternal truths. While our perspective and belief system are influenced by our words, works and relationships, our perspective and belief system should be formed by our inner life of prayer to, dependence upon and communion with God.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Luke 11:1-13.  What do you learn about prayer and priority through these words of Christ?
2) Read Luke 11:14-36.  What seems to be the most important truth Christ teaches in this passage and why?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about relationship with God and others?
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