More Than Just A Parable
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Luke 16:1-31

19 “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores.”
(Luke 16:19-21, ESV)

Introduction
As was mentioned earlier, chapters 13-16 of Luke’s gospel are filled with parables—some relatively simple for us to understand while others requiring some interpretation in our language, culture and time.  The parables in Luke 16 stand out from the others we have read before this because of their unique employment of irony and identity. Read closely and notice how Christ attempts to open the closed eyes, ears and hearts of His listeners with the truth of God so that they might avail themselves of the grace of God.

1. The parable of a rich man and his manager.  (Luke 16:1-9)

	a) Learning to identify Christ’s reference points in the parables.

	b) What was Christ saying here about the sons of this world and the sons of light?

2. God requires faithfulness in all of our relationships.  (Luke 16:10-18)

	a) You cannot serve God and money.

	b) Marriage as a metaphor for God’s relationship with His people (Hosea 1:1-11).

3. The parable of the unnamed rich man and Lazarus.  (Luke 16:19-31)

	a) The only parable in which a character was named rather than described.

	b) The law and prophets teach and help to identify Christ as Savior and Lord.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Even to the 21st century reader, this parable of the rich man and Lazarus is amazing because of how the story initially begins on earth, but then quickly moves to stretch across the expanse between heaven and hell. While unsure of what you, the reader, might think of a physical heaven and hell, Christ’s original audience was neither troubled by the setting of Christ’s parable nor by our modern disbelief in heaven or hell. One point that may have escaped your notice is that this is the only parable wherein a character is named rather than described. Perhaps that was to help you and me to think of this parable as more than fairytale or fiction?

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Luke 16:1-18.  How does God require faithfulness in all of our relationships?
2) Read Luke 16:19-31.  What does Christ teach us through the parable of the rich man and Lazarus?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about faithfulness in relationships?
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