​The King And His Invisible Kingdom
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Luke 17:1-37

20 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” 
(Luke 17:20-21, ESV)
Introduction
It might be helpful for us to remember that Luke’s motivation in writing his gospel was “to write an orderly account” based upon what was taught by “the eyewitnesses and ministers of the word” (Luke 1:1-4).  The orderly nature of Luke’s account was careful to include not only the content of the teaching of the apostles regarding Christ but also the context within which they witnessed the words and works of Christ. As we begin the 17th chapter, Luke’s narrative picks up speed as Christ’s return to Jerusalem in preparation for His betrayal, crucifixion, resurrection and ascension nears. From this point forward, while we will discover a few more parables, we will increasingly find Christ’s plain teaching of what the future will bring for Himself, those first disciples, and perhaps for us as well.  

1. Temptation to and forgiveness of sin.  (Luke 17:1-10)

	a) Christ’s teaching about temptations to sin and forgiveness.

	b) Mindfulness, forgiveness and faithfulness as servants of God.

2. Gifts of healing and a grateful response.  (Luke 17:11-19)

	a) A different method of miraculous healing.

	b) The gratitude of the Samaritan healed of his leprosy.

3. The return of Christ will be the arrival of the kingdom of God.  (Luke 17:20-37)

	a) The manner and timing of the arrival of the kingdom of God.

	b) The historical precedents Christ cites for the timing of His return and revealing of the kingdom.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the startling revelations I have received from Luke’s narrative is how Christ—even before He tells the disciples of His impending betrayal and martyrdom—directs His disciples’ attention to the future revelation of the kingdom of God. While some of us might be more familiar with the non-biblical story of the emperor’s new (and invisible) clothes, Christ taught His listeners about a kingdom that was invisible to those who failed to recognize the King. In turn, Christ’s words, works and relationships pointed towards a kingdom and righteousness that had just begun to be revealed.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Luke 17:1-10.  What connections does Christ make between temptation, forgiveness and service?
2) Read Luke 17:20-37.  What truths are revealed by Christ with regard to Noah, Lot and His return?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about faithfulness in these last days?
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