​The Parable Of The Loving Father
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Luke 15:1-32

31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”
(Luke 15:31-32, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]The what—the meaning—of the Cross of Jesus Christ is becoming clearer to me as I continue to follow Christ and watch what He does in, through and around me. The parable of the loving Father here in Luke 15 helps to explain the why of the Cross. I may never understand how God became a man: that implosion from divine capacity to human incapacity which allowed Christ both to be born and to die in a fully human manner. However, my understanding of what God accomplished through Christ’s death and resurrection is growing. Through the cross, Christ has removed all barriers between God and man, and if we trust Him, we will discover Christ that has removed all of the barriers we place between ourselves and others, too.

1. What is the value of man to God?  (Psalm 8:1-9; Luke 15:1-10)

a) Jesus, friend of sinners, tax collectors, prostitutes…Pharisees and scribes?

b) Two parables concerning lost valuables.

2. The mercy of the God Who Is Love.  (Luke 15:11-24)

a) Nothing may have been more valuable than a son to Christ’s first century audience.

b) A parable that may reveal more to us about our Father in Heaven than about ourselves.

3. The judgment of the God Who Is Love.  (Luke 15:25-32)

a) Exposing our unforgiveness and judgmental attitudes towards both God and neighbor.

b) Do we value who and what God values?

Conclusion
Christ’s parable of the loving Father—what we may otherwise know as the Parable of the Prodigal Son—reveals the why behind the what of the Cross of Christ: a love like none other. The love of the Father, as attested to by the Son of God, as seen through the eyes of the prodigal, his brother and the servants, is above and beyond any other love felt, experienced or imagined. If there is a catch, it has to be that if we would freely receive this love, we must freely allow everyone else to receive this love, too.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Luke 15:1-10. What do these verses reveal about the value of every person in God’s eyes?
2) Read Luke 15:11-32. What does this parable teach us about the mercy and judgment of God?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about mercy and judgment?

040421cdg@hch
