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Luke 18:1-43

15 Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 17 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”
 (Luke 18:15-17, ESV)

Introduction
A very important question, that has great practical implications for those who would be, go and make disciples is, “why did Jesus make such great use of parables in teaching His disciples?” Have you noticed that while the apostle Paul, for example, might have taught theology, Christ did not teach theology as much as He would tell stories? Then He would perform miracles, these miracles themselves often serving as metaphors of the message of Christ’s parable, and provoking the listener to decide whether or not to believe. Christ taught in parables—extended metaphors—only because He was often speaking of things His listeners had never really experienced. Consequently, His listeners would ask the question, “What does this have to do with me?

1. Parables about faith and humility. (Luke 18:1-14)

	a) “When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on earth?”

	b) “Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

2. Lessons about trust and obedience. (Luke 18:15-30

a) “…Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”

b) “What is impossible with man is possible with God.”

3. Hidden revelation and recovered sight. (Luke 18:31-43) 

	a) When Christ foretells His death a third time His disciples still “understood none of these things.”

	b) A random miracle or a lesson to His disciples about divine revelation?

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]The parables of Christ, as well as many of the other quotes attributed to Him, can be thought of as taking place in a kind of triangular setting. The first point is Christ, Christ Himself being in many ways a parable of the Godhead. The second point would then be the story itself and all the details which Christ used to describe our reality as only He saw it. And finally, the third point would be the effect on Christ’s audience. The identity and intention of the Speaker—not merely to illuminate, lend insight or share a hidden wisdom—confront His listeners as well as you and me with truth in love that we might decide to trust and follow Him, too. 

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) What do these parables about the necessity of faith and humility teach you?
2) What do these teachings about trust and obedience teach you?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about God’s power, love and faithfulness?
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