​The Apparent Victory Of Darkness
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Luke 23:1-56

It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!” And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts. And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things.
(Luke 23:44-49, ESV)
Introduction
The conspiracy, plot, ambush, arrest, false charges and political pressure resulting in the release of a man named Jesus Barabbas, a zealot and freedom fighter awaiting the same form of death penalty as Jesus Christ, as well as the judgment of the local Roman authority Pontius Pilate make it clear that Christ had done nothing worthy of execution.  In Luke 22:52-53, we read of Christ’s words to the chief priests, officers of the temple and Jewish elders, perhaps rhetorically asking them why they had come to ambush and arrest Him in the secretive manner they did.  And then Christ revealed His understanding of why they had done so: “But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.”  What was this apparent victory of darkness over light?

1. Christ before Pilate and Herod.  (Luke 23:1-25)

	a) Christ’s accusers get the Roman authorities to do their dirty work.

	b) Pilate and Herod succumb to personal pride and political expediency.

2. The crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  (Luke 23:26-43)

a) “He was numbered with the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:1-12; Luke 22:37).

	b) The physical suffering and death of Jesus Christ.

3. The death and burial of Jesus Christ.  (Luke 23:44-56)

	a) The witness of creation, the centurion and the crowds.

	b) A faithful dissenter and the hurried burial of Christ in his own tomb.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s very likely that the Jewish leaders themselves were surprised by how easily their conspiracy resulted in the death of Jesus Christ.  The Roman authorities, too, appeared to have been surprised by how quickly Christ had died on the cross.  While there are various theories about whether or not Christ actually died on the cross and therefore had not actually risen from the dead, medical historians have put together a very convincing post-mortem of how Christ died from a combination of blood loss, shock, exhaustion, asphyxiation and heart failure.  But what’s more important is that Christ, our Passover Lamb, did lay down His life to bear the sin of many and intercede for transgressors like you and me.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read and compare Isaiah 53:1-12 with Luke 23:26-43.  How much did Christ know about His own death?
2) Read Luke 23:44-56.  What one fact in this passage seems most significant to you and why?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God emphasizing to you about this apparent victory of darkness?
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