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Acts 2:22-47

38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.
(Acts 2:38-41, ESV)
Introduction
We pick up Luke’s narrative where we paused last time to more closely consider “the promise of the Father” which Christ reminded His apostles and disciples about just before ascending back to heaven (Luke 24:49-53; Acts 1:4-10). While we were reminded that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit can certainly be thought of as the beginning of the last days (Joel 2:28-32), we also noted that Christ and Peter emphasized a “day of salvation” before the days of tribulation and judgment. We will see the grand beginning of the “day of salvation” through the calling and invitation of thousands of men, women and children here in Acts 2:22-47.

1. Preaching the gospel to the house of Israel.  (Acts 2:22-36)

	a) Christ in the Messianic psalms of the warrior, worshiper, prophet and king named David.

	b) The first public proclamation of the gospel.

2. Repentance from acts that lead to death and faith in God.  (Acts 2:37-41)

	a) The conviction of the Holy Spirit (John 16:8) and our proper response.

	b) Seeing the work of the Holy Spirit behind a formula of preach, baptize, teach and send.

3. Learning to make Christ the center of their lives.  (Acts 2:42-47)

	a) Once the multitude was baptized, the apostles and disciples made Christ the center of their lives.

	b) Recognizing and imitating right teaching and practice in worship, discipleship and witness.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]More than two thousand years after the events we read of here in Acts 2, we sometimes lose sight of the function of the church because we have become so focused on the form. A key to understanding how the apostles understood the church, however, is contained in Peter’s exhortation to the multitude on Pentecost, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation” (Acts 2:40). Just as Peter called his audience out from their worldview and lifestyle, so we are called out from our own worldview and lifestyle into the kingdom of God and its righteousness through faith in Christ followed by worship, discipleship and witness through the power, love and faithfulness of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 2:22-36.  How was Peter’s presentation of the gospel shaped for his Jewish audience?
2) Read Acts 2:42-47.  Compare your understanding and practice of the faith with that of the Early Church.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about your worship, discipleship and witness?
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