​For Lovers Of God
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 1:1-26

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
(Acts 1:1-3, ESV)
Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk74072169]Did you know that the title “Acts of the Apostles” was first used by St. Irenaeus in the late second century? While there is some argument about whether this was an existing title or one invented by Irenaeus, it seems clear that Luke did not give it this title as the word “acts” or “praxis” is used only once in the narrative and not in connection with the apostles themselves. Luke addressed this narrative account of the beginning of the Church, like his gospel account, to Theophilus, meaning “lover of God.” However, more than likely, the intended audience was the Christian community as a whole rather than to an individual. The Gospel of Luke and Acts are a two-volume work which constitutes 27.5% of the New Testament, thereby making it the largest contribution attributed to a single author.  Luke-Acts, as Bible scholars often refer to these works, give us the historical facts about Jesus Christ and the Early Church.

1. Luke-Acts was written specifically for lovers of God.  (Acts 1:1-3)

	a) Luke-Acts was not addressed to casual religious observers but was written for lovers of God.

	b) In a very real sense, the work of the Spirit of God in Acts parallels His work in Genesis.

2. The promise of the Holy Spirit and the beginning of the last days.  (Acts 1:4-11)

	a) The teaching of the apostles and the doctrine of baptisms: water, Spirit and fire (Luke 3:15-17).

	b) Christ’s reminder and return to heaven.

3. Ancient and authentic faith in the word and work of God.  (Acts 1:12-26)

	a) The apostles attribute prophetic intent to the Psalms (69:25 and 109:8).

	b) The apostles trusted God to use their casting of lots according to Scripture, too (Proverbs 16:33).

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the thirteen letters to the churches that are credited to Paul, there are at least 145 uses of the Greek word for spirit: pneuma. Of these 145 uses, Paul addressed the Holy Spirit by His full name sixteen (16) times and as the Spirit of Christ or its equivalent three (3) times (Galatians 4:6; Romans 8:9; Philippians 1:19). Although the Holy Spirit largely remains invisible and content to work behind the scenes, these acts of the apostles, were dependent upon the same Holy Spirit of God who worked in, through and around Jesus Christ, and who is promised to work in, through and around every lover of God!

For your prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Luke 24:44-53 and Acts 1:1-10.  What was the significance of Christ’s promise and ascension?
2) Read Luke 3:15-17 and Acts 1:4-11.  What is the significance of these baptisms with water, Spirit and fire?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about love for God?
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